


To the Hon.H.A.W.Skeen,Judge of Vernet SREPD Lee County: 
Humbly complaining, your oratrix,respectfully represents unto 
your,honor that she and Zion Stapleton,on the day of 
18G3 were duly married to each other in Harlan County,Kentuckey; 
that soon after their marriage they cane to Lee County, Virginia, and 
Hpitesen: and lived together there as man and wife,until in the 
Summer of 1910;that for the last two or three years of their married 
life,her said husband took to drink and rowdying over the country, 
leaving your oratrix tc provide as best she could for their two chile 
drenu;that lately she has learned that the said Zion Stapleton has 
been consorting with am lewd women,which as she believes is the 
cause of his drinking habits and rowdyism;and she charges and alleg-= 
es that the said Zion Stapleton,without her procurement or connivance 
has been,within the last five years,next preceeding the insitution 
of this suit,guilty of adultergthat during the month of March and 
February,191l1l,at or near the house of Sarah Myers in the town of 
Pennington Gap,in Lee County,Va.,he has had illicit Sexual inter 
course with lewd women,and also at other times and places with other 
women,but the exact places and dates of such adulterous acts,your 
orator is not fully advised;that she has not lived with or in any 
way condoned his said adulterous acts,since she had information of 
the same, 

Your oratrix will further show unto your honor that she and her 
said husband last cchabited together in this county;that she end he 
both are now,and have been for more than one year,next preceeding the 
institution of this suit,citizens and residents of this,Lee,County, 
Virginiasand that they have two children born of their said marriage, 
oneé,& boy about 15 years old and the other,a girl about 14 years of 
age;that the boy is now making his home with SeL.Cecil,and the girl 
With your oratprx. 

Your oratrix will further show unto your honor,that before and 


Since their separation as aforesaid,the said Zion Stapleton, without 


any Just cause,threatened to kill and wound her,and she fears that 


sn 
when he is drinking and after process may be served upon him this 
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suit,he will do her,or their said children some personal’, injury 3so 
that she prays that your honor enjion and restrain him from inter- 
fering with either her or their said children 

The premises aforesaid considered,your oratwix prays that 


the said Zion Stapleton be made a party defendant to this bill sthat 


he be required to answer the same,but he need not do so on oath as 


that is waived&k;that she may be divorced and for ever freed from 
the bonds of matrimony now existing between her and the said defend~ 
ant;that the care and custody of their said children may be awarded 
to this complainant;and that all other, further and general relief 

be awarded this complainant,as the court may see fit to grant,ace 


cording to law and good conscience. And she will ever pray,etc. 
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This cause came on this day te be heard upen the bill of the 


= Ed, 


compleinant, the depesitiens ef E.R.Garrisen,J.E.Garrisen, J.C. 





lugrhes, Deck Parks, J.K.Wynn, am RdJ.Davism taken befere R.E.L. 





Seumbliev, a Cemissiener in Chancery fer the Circuit Cceurt f 


Ceunty,Virginia, nursuant te netice attached te sald depesitiens 


n this cause an the 26tk day ef April,i9ll, and was ar-| 


Ana it appearing te the Ceurt that precess in this cause had 











been @uly served upen said defendant in the manner required by law 
and frem said depesitiens eof said parties that the said cemplainant 


fer mere than @ year previeus te the institutien ef this suit,vas ? 


resident of this Ceunty, and that the said Zien Stapleten witheut 








the pracurement er cennivance ef the said camlainant, in the 


ef February and Mareh,1911, and in and sar the Tewn ef Fea 


ningten Gap, was guilty of adultery. 

On censideratien ef all which it is hereby adjusved,erdered anda 
decreed that the bends ef matrimeny new and heretefere existing 

Sid cemplainant and sald defendant be and the sain 

by Perever disselvee, | at «the said cemmlainant be an@ is 
fiverceda frem the said sefendant,and likewise the said defendant dap 
vercea frem said ceamolainant. But it is erdered that the 
ant be and is hereby restrained frem marryine arain witheut leave 
ef the ceurt as previded by lav. 

‘t+ is further adjudged,erdered and gecreed that 
plainant shall have the pess¢es + and educatien 
pleten and Pansy Stanletenm, the twe children ef said parties te 
cal se. 

It is further edjudged,erdered and decreca the sald cam 
plainant Yecever of the said defendant ner¢@ cests in this behalf ax~ 
pemled ard may have executien therefer. And this cause is stri 


frem the aeccret. 








To Zion Stapleton:» 

Take notice,that on the 25th day of April,191ll,at the law office 
of B.W.Pennington,in the town of Pennington Gap,in Lee County,Va.,and 
between the hours of 9 A.li. and 4 P.M.of that day,I shall proceed to 
take the depositions of 0.C.Gibson,Tyde Parks,Sarah Myers and others 
to be read as evidence in my behalf,in a certain suit in equity 
depending in the Circuit Court for the county of Lee,wherein I am 


plaintiff,and you are defendant;and if,from any cause,the taking of 


the said depostions be not commenced,of if commenced be not cons 


cluded on that day,the taking thereof will be adjourned from day 
day and from time to time,at the same place and between the same 
hours,until the same shall be completed. 
Yours truly, 
Sarah J.Stapleton, 


Pennington Eros.P.a@. 
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Vs. , F Denositions. 


Zion Stapleton,Deft. 


The depositions of E.R.Garison and others taken before me,k. 
E.L.Chumbley,a commissioner in Chancery for the Circuit Court for 
Lee County,Va.,pursuant to notice hereto attached at the law office 
of E.W.Pennington,in the town of Pennington Gap,in said county of 
Lee,on the 25th day of April,191ll,and between the hours or ro kM. 
and 4 P.M. of that day,to be read as evidence in behalf of Sarah 


Stapleton in a certain suit in equity defending in the circuit 


court for the county of Lee,wherein said Sarah Stapleton is complain- 


and and Zion Stapleton is defendant. 


Present E.W.Pennington attorney for said Compainant, 


y Zion Stapleton in person. 


The Witness E.R.Garison,being duly sworn deposes as follows: 
Q@. 1. Give your name,age,residence and occupation. 
An@. My name is E.R.Garison,I reside near,Pennington Gap,in Lee 
County,I am a farmer,and 1 am 57 years old. 
Q. 2. Are you acquainted with the plaintiff and defendant in this 
suit;if so,how long have you known them? 
Ans. I am acquainted with said parties. I have known them for 
several years. 
Q. 3. Are you acquainted in Pennington Gap,and the premises of Sarah 
Myers? 
Ans. I am. 
Q. 4. Have you had occasion to be about and around the house of sarh 
Myers within the last few months? If so,have you noticed the said 
Zion, Stapleton there? 
ins. IT have been about Sarah Myers's within the last three months, 
and I have seen Mr.Stapleton I guess two or there times,there. 
Q. Have you ever seen him at Sarah Myers's at night time,within the 


last three months,say? 


Ans. [ GO obey 
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Ans. i remember to have seen him there once within the last three 
months. 

Q. 5. Are there any women staying about said Mrs.Myer's,whose 
peneral reputation for chastity is bad? If so,how many of them? 

Ans. There were two women there at the times I saw Mr.Stapleton 
there,and I have heard that their reputation was not good for vir- 
tue and chastity. I have heard one of these women have some black- 
suardish talk,but this was not at Mrs.Myer's house,it was out on 
the railroad,some quarter of a mile from Mrs.Myers's house. 

or see 

Q. Did you ever within the last two or three months hear,Mr. 
Stapleton talking with either of said women at,about,or near Mrs. 
Myers's house? 

Ans. Yes. I have heard him talking to them. 

Q@. 7. Did you ever hear Mr.Stapleton have any unbecoming talk to 
either of said two women,say within the last two or three months, 
at or about Mrs. Myers's house in Pennington Gap? 

Ans. Yes,I heard him have some vulger talk at one time,but I just 
don't remember what 1t was at this time. 

Q. 8. Do you know whether the said Complainant and defendant are 


now living together? If not,how long in you opinion have ‘they been 


1 

separated? 
f 

t 


Ans. Mr.Stapleton some time ago told me that he and his wife were 
separated;but I hardly know how long ago that has been. In my opin- 
ton they separated sometime last Fail. 

Q. 9. State RaAbineL you have noticed Mr.Stapleton drinking to any 
extent for the last few months? If so,to what extent. 

Ans. I don't remember to have seen him drink any since he and his 
wife separated. I have seen him when I thought he was drinking, but 
Il do met know that he wasTor certain. 

Q.10. Have you heard Mr.Stapleton say any thing about making his 
boarding place at said liyers's,since he and his wife separated,and 
while said two women were staying there? If so,what did he say about 


Le 
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Ans. Yes,I have heard him say that he boarded at Mrs.Myers's,and 


stopped there while he was here in Pennington Gap. 


And further this deponent saith not. 4 
city a ae 
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J. E. Garison,another witness of lawful age after being duly 
sworn,deposes as follows: 

Q. 1. Give your name,age,residence and occupation? 

Ans. My name is J.—~.Garison, I am 25 years old, I reside near 
Pennington Gap,and am a farmer, 

Q.2, Are you acquainted with two Farley women who are or have been 
staying about Sarah Myers's in Pennington Gap? If so,what are their 
general reputation for virtue and chastity? 

Ans. I know these women when I see them. I don't know much person-~ 
ally about them. WhatI have heard said about them is that they are 
not the alent kind of women;thefyr general reputation is that thev are 
not women of virtue and chastity. I have heard that one of these 
women was put in jail not long ago,but I don't know what she was put 
in j@aab Tons 

Q. 4. Have you ever seen Mr.Stapleton about Myer's while said two 
women or either of them were there? 

Ans, G@ice.only that TI remember, and that was in the day time. 

And further this deponent saith not. 
fpeiEieagy Clr clicg 
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J.C. Hughes,another witness of lawful age after being dul¥ sworn, 
deposes as follows: 

Q. Give: your name, age residence and occupation. 

Ans. my name is J.C.Hughes,I am 23 years old.iI reside in about 
two miles from Pennington Gap,and am a farmer, 

Q. &. Do you know the plaintiff and defendant in this suit? if so, 
how long have you known them? 


A 


Ans. I know them; I have known them some time. 


Q. 5. Were you ever about lirs.Myer's house in Pennington Gap,and 


see hir.Stapleton there? Tf 80,8bout how ofbene 
en 
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Ans. I have been at Mrs. Myers's house and have seen Mr.Stapleton 
there, bever] times,but I can't say how oftma,within the last three 
or four months? I have seen him there a few times after night. 

@. 5. Do you know two Farley women who now,or have been staying 
at Mrs. Myers's house,and were they or either of them there,when 
you say Mr.Stapleton Yaeray 

Ans. I know the said two women, and they were there when I saw Mr. 
otapleton there. 

Q. Oo. What is the general reputation of said two women for virtue 
and chastity,if you know,good or bad? 

Ans, Judgeing from what is said about these two women,thsey are not 

_Vvirtueous women. From what I have seen of their conduct,and heard 
them say,and from what people say about them,I don't believe these 
two women are virtuous women, 

Q.6. Have you ever within the last few months seen Mr.Stapleton 
and either of said women talking together,or alone together,if so 
when was it as near as you can tell? 

Ans. I don't know that I ever did. I was there one day,and one of 
these woemen passed through the room where we were,and she went in 
to the kitchen,and Mr.Stapleton followédz her into the kitchen, and 
was gone a few minbtes.I don't know what he went into the kitchen for. 


1 think this was in February or March,19l1l. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
f 
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Doc. Parks,another witness of lawful age after being duly sworn 


deposes as follows:- 

Q@. l. Are you acquainted with the plaintiff and defendant in this 
suit. If so how long have you known them. 

And. I am acquainted with them. I have known both of them for sever- 
al years. 

Q. <. Seate whether the said plaintiff and defendant live and re- 


side in Lee County,Va.,And if 80,how long have have they resided 


in this county next before the bringing of this suit. 





se Fa 
ans. They do now live in this county,and have both been living in 
this county for 17 or 18 Years,next before this suit was brought. 


They have been living apart about 7 or @ months next before this 


time. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


| mes? | Ta one) OMe LY ee 


J. K. Wynn,another witness of lawful age after being duly 
sworn deposes as follows: 

Q. 1. Did you ever work in the store of J.R.Gibson & Sons at 
Pennington Gap,Va? If so,while clerking in that store,state whether 
Zion Stapleton ever bought from out of said store,any ladies dress 
goods,and when and what it was he bought? 

Ans. I have clerked in said Gibson & Sons! store in Pennington 
Gap,and while working there,I sold to said ZIon Stapleton three 
yards of susine silk for $1.17. I do not know what he did with tise 


And further this deponent saith not 


side aon got 


R.J.Davis,another witness of law age,after being duly sworn,de-~ 

poses as follows: 

Q. 1. here do you live? 

Ans. In Pennington Gap,Va. 

Q. &. Do you know Sarah Stapleton and Zion Stapleton,the plaintiff 
and defendant in this suit? 

Ans. I know them. Have known them since last Summer some time. 

@. Ss If said Zion Stapleton ever said any thing about having him 
@ woman at Sarah Myers's,tell what he said about it ag nearly as 
you can,and when it was he said it? 

Ans. Something like two months ago,t heard said Zion Stapleton 
say that he had him a woman downthere,and he was at that time as I 
uncerstood hexmam staying at Myers's along. He said something about 


sending his woman off,and said Tom Pugh was the only person that 


é 





Py ay 
saw him take her to the train. He did not say who the woman was. 


He said he got her a ticket. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


Virginia, 
Lee County toe-witi~ 
T,Rk.E.1.Chumbley,a wxk commissioner in chancery for the 
circuit court for Lee County,Virginia,do hereby certify that the 
aforesaid depositions of E.R.Garison,J.E.Garison,J.C.Hughes, Dock 
Parks,J.K.Wynn,and R.J.Davis,were duly taken,sworn to,and subscrib- 
ed before me,at the time and place and for the purpose in the cap- 


tion mentioned. 


Given under my hand this the 25th day of,4pril,1911. 


GES 


Com'r. in Chantery. 








Ghe Commonwealth of Virginia, 


To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 
_f t . 
WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon. VZCO7L AK 





to oe the Glerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the said court, on 
AC 


ty 
joes SS =——__ Monday in- Lh Me y a Sai + See to answer a_ pill i in chancery exhibited against - 
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Virginia, 
Lee County,toewit: 
To the Sheriff or Any Constable cf said county: 
You arg hereby commanded to summon Kemp Wynn, Elbert Gar~ 
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‘A AS pa on™ , : - 
Leomzmmett GarisonyTyde Parks,and Sarah Jane Parks,to appear at 
the law office of E.W.Pennington in.the town of Pennington Gap, 
in Lee county,Va.,on the 25th day of April,19ll,at 9 A.M.of that 
day before mo cent Kad omer in chancery to testify in behslif of 
sarah J.Stapieton in a certain suit in equity,wherein the said 


Sarah Stapleton is plaintiff and Zion Stapleton is fefidndant. 


And this they will in no wise omit under a penalty of #20.00. 


Given under my hand this the 2lst day of April,191l. 


| dae! She ae Y 
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Virginia, 
Lee County,toe-wit: 
fo the Sheriff or any Constable of ss#iG CowiiLy : 

You are hereby commanded to summon Kenp Wynn,Elbert Gare 
ison,ymmett Garison,?yde Parks,and Sarsh Jane Parks,to appear at 
the law office of E.W.Pennington in the town of Pennington Gap, 
in Lee county,Va.,on the 28th day of April,191ll,at 9 A.M.of that 
day before Ge_commissioner in chuncery to testify in behalf of 
veareah J.stapleton in a certain suit in eaquity,wherein the said 
sarah Stapleton is plaintiff and Zion otapleton is fefiéndant. 


and this they will in no wise omit under a penalty of $°0.00, 


Given under my hand thie the 2ist Gay of (April, 1971. 








